Appendix I.

REPORT ON THE NEW TERRITORIES FOR THE YEAR 1912.

A.—NORTHERN DISTRICT.
L —SrarFr.
Mr. G. N. Orme acted as District Officer throughout the year.

Mr. S. B, B. McElderry acted as Assistant District Officer from
January 1st to November 20th, and Mr. N. I.. Smith from that date
until the end of the year.
Z II.—Porick.

The early part of 1912 brought with it a revival of piracies on
our northern borders. The fighting in the neighbouring Chinese
districts had led to considerable importation of arms and to the
enlistment of many soldiers who on the cessation of the disturbance
were disbanded but not disarmed ; and as moneyv and hooty hecame
scarce in their own conntry, they were naturally drawn, hy the
comparative opulence of the New Territories, into making some
determined raids upon the nearest villages. The state of affairs
became so serious that towards the end of June a request for military
assistance was made and readily granted. Indiau troops were sent
ont 1o camp at convenient points and patrol the border, and from
that time the border robberies entirely ceased In the neighbour-
ing Chinese Territory robheries continued for 2 months more, until
the looting of Lo Fong Customas Station, and of some shops in Sham
(‘hun, led to more vigorous measures and the despateh of 300 troops
from Canton to Sham: Chun. Shortly afterwards four pirates before
being shot in Sham Chun admitted that they had heen concerned
in several of the robberies across our border.

The troops remained on the border until October, when they
moved into their usual winter camps at points more suitable for
manceuvres.

The Police Force was increased by some 12 per cent. during the
vear, and arrangements made for a substantial increase in 1913.
Measures were taken to discover and deal with the bad characters
-remaining in the Territory, and at the end of the year there were
probably very few left. 'There was an increased demand by house-
holders for permits to possess arms, and 345 were issued, as com-
pared with 287 in 1911

IIT.—MAGISTRACY.

The following table gives statistics of Magistracy work during
the last three years. The diminution in number of warrants is due
chiefly to the cessation of opium smuggling, and of search warrants
on that account. In the civil court, summons fees of ¥1 were charged
from January 1st, 1912, in the case of all claims of ¥5 and over.
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A.—Criminal,

1910, 1911. 1912,

Cases heard, ... e 467 332 396
Persons bmuO'hr bafme the

\[acrlstrate ol various

charge% O < (0] 558 710
Persons convicted, 399 278 479
Persons dxscharged 141 126 172
Persons imprisoned, ... ... 139 85 123
Fines, e e e L $20627.05 £1,829.92  $2477.20
Warrants, .. ... ... .. .. 202 157 53

B.—Civil (Small Debts).
Cases, . 240 205 193
Wnts of Executlon . 35 75 36
Summons Fees, Nl Nil. £179.00

IV.—Laxp OFrFICE.

There was an increase in private land transactions, especially
in the Fan Ling neighbourhood, and 4,036 deeds were registered,
bringing in fees to the amount of ¥1,966.20. The following table
shows the number of deeds registered anuually since the Land

Ordinance of 1905 : a charge was made for registration from arch,
1911.

No. of Deeds. Fees.

1905,... ... .. .. 1,794 )
1906,... .. o .. 1407

1907, . .. 2,160

1908,... ... .. .. 2,384

1909,... ... ... .. 2544

1910,... ... .. .. 3,335

1911,... ... ... .. 3590  £1414.70
1912, ... ... ... 4036 1,966.20

. There was also a considerable increase in the amount of Crown
Land disposed of; %5,786.40 being realised in premia with Crown
rent of $388.83 against $4,649 with Crown rent of $315.61 in 1911,

On the other hand resumptions and surrenders were responsible
for the abandonment of 21'07 acres carrying Crown rent of
%89.91, as against 1224 acres in 1911 with Crown rent of
£41.58. This increase was mainly due to the increase in resump-
tions for public roads.

V.—REVENUE.

The revenue for the year is set out in Table E. The increase
is considerably larger than appears from the figures, since Tsiin
Wian was transferred to the Southern District on May 1st, and with
it some £3,500 of revenue formerly collected in this office.

The collection of Crown Rent was carried out without friction,
and only 17 warrants were executed on account of non-payment, as
against 144 in 1909, 99 iv 1910, and 20 in 1911,
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The revenue from sales of Crown Land showed a substantial in-
crease: hui the larger revenue {from forestry is due only to the pay-
ment of arrears in the early part of 1912

VI.—Oriv .

Owing to the stricter measures taken by the Chinese authorities
against opium smoking, the smuggling of opium into DBritish
1e1r1t01y has almost ceased, and the offences against the Opium
Ordinance ounly numbered 22.

The price of Patua opium was raised to $5.00 and that of Malwa
to #3.50 by the end of the vear.

VII.—Liycor.

The total revenue from liquor duties for the Northern District
was $13,778 86, of which £5,159.16 was collected through this office,
and the rest paid direct to Hongkong.

The falling off under this head is due chiefly to the entry of
Tsiin Wan and part of Sai Kung under the Southern District instead
of the Northern.

VIII.—PusLic WORKS.

The necessary land was resumed for the Au Tau-San Tin
Section of the Castle Peak-Sha Tau Kck road, and for the branch
rrad from Au Tau to Kam Tin; and work on both was hegun
before the end of the yvear. A much needed path was constructed
by the side of the light railway from Fan Ling to Au Ha Gap.

A portion of the proposed road from Tai Po to Fan Ling about
600 yards long with a 25’ concrete bridge was constructed.

An additional section of the reclaimed land in front of Tai Po
Market was raised to approved levels, and a new survey was made
of this neighbourhood. A large scale survey (50 feet to 1 inch) of
the New Territories villages was taken in hand, but little progress
was made owing to press of other work : the revision of the 2" maps,
begun in 1911, was completed during the vear.

IX. —GEXERAL.

The border line between the Northern and Southern Districts
was materially altered by an order of the Governor-in-Council, the
chief effect of which was to transfer the Poli(@ District of Tsiin Wan,
and with it several hill villages formerly in Au Tau dlbtll(‘t flom
the Northern to the Southern letll(i

The year 1912 was the driest on record in the New Territories,
only 62°13 inches of rain being registered in the Tai Po rain gauge,
as against an average of 99°40 for “he Jast six years.

The first crop of rice was just saved by a timely fall of rain in
June, and was nearly up to the average, while good prices were re-
alised owing to the drought and disorder in the neighbouring
Chinese Tenltor\ which were together respensible for a scanty
harvest.
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The second rice crop came in for a severe drought in September
and October, and was very poor in consequence.

~ Sweet potatoes, sugar-cane and peanuts all did well in the begin-
ing of the year, and the latter realised higher prices than usual.

Fruit growing began on a considerable scale in the Fan Ling
district. Mr. Ho Tung planted several acres, chiefly of Lichees, on
lis land by the road from Fan Ling to San Tin, and near Fan Ling
Station an extensive fruit farm has been opened hy a Chinese com-
pany in Hongkong : with it are combined a distillery and a chicken
farm.

In addition to the last named venture, the first steps were taken
towards the erection of a new village close to San Wai about a mile
eastward from Fan Ling.

The prosperity of the Fan Ling valley was further evidenced by
the number of new houses which sprang up; and the demand for
these was so large both here and elsewhere throughout the Territory
as to cause a considerable boom in the brick-making industry.

Prospecting for tin was carried on in the valley to the S.E. of
Au Tau Station, with the result that towards the end of the vear
steps were taken for the flotation of a tin mining company in Hong-
kong.

The development of the Fan Ling Golf Links and the construc-
tion of the new Golf House proceeded during the year, and an increas-
ing number of members were attracted from Hongkong : but in other
respects the Territory showed little sign during 1912 of supplying a
mach needed outlet for the surplus population of Hongkong.

G. N. ORrME,
‘ Distriet Officer.
27th February, 1913.
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Table A.

Strength of the Police Force in the Northern Distriet of
the New Territories during 1912,

Stations.

Europeans.
Indians
Chinese,

Total,
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|

Ping Shan, covees i RN 12 5 19
Sal Kung, «ooee v . 1 3 3 7
Sha Tau Kok...ovv wuivvvinerniiinnns cns| 1 1, 2 ' 14
Kt Qv i ices cvnennind aen 3 ) .. S
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Health of Torce.
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Table C.

Crimes in Northern District, 1912,
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Table E,.

Revenue collected in the Northern District, during the years

1911 and 1912.

1911.
8 e.
Crown Rent, - - - - - -~ - - 80,235.88
Kerosine Oil Licences, - - - - - 266.00
Distillery Licences, - - - -~ - - 254075
Chinese Wines and Spirits, - - = 3706.25
Pawnbrokers’ Licences, - - - - - 1,600.00
Money Changers’ Licences, - - - 100.00
Forestry Licences, - - - - - - 299291
Permits to cut earth, - . - - - 46.c0
Fines, - - . - - - - < - - 1,787.60
Forfeitures, - - - - - - - - 219.32
Distress Warrants, - - - - - - 41.60
Grave Certificates, - - - - - - 203.25
Matshed Permits, - - - - - - - 32.50
Stone Quarries, - - - - - - - 69.00
Certified Extracts, - - - - - - - 130.00
Sun Prints, e 100.00
Sales of wild trees, - - - - - . —
Pineapple Licences, - - - - - - 089,82
Water Wheels, -~ - - - - - - 44.00
Ferry Licences, -~ - - - - - - 16.00
Premium on land sales, - - - - - 4.653.00
Smmmons Fees, - - - - . - - -
House Rent, - - - - - - - - 155.00
Liquor Duties, - = = - - - - 287282
Distress Warrants (('rown Rent), - - 20.00
European Wines and Spirits, - - - 100.09

8 102,960.60

1912.
$ e.
79,420.78
273.00
2,508.50
3.943.75
1,600.60
120.00
3.503.86
144.00
2,.487.26
120.32
GR.00
115.00
45.00
208,00
125.00
150.00
13.50
46,47
1000
16.00
LTY0.40
179.00
327.67
5,150.16
17.00

pa ]

$ 108,007.67
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Table F.

Rainfall in 1912.
January, - - - - - - - - - - 2:37 inch.
Febrvary, - - - - - - - - - - 414
Mareh, - - - - - - - - - - - 235,

1
]
1]
1
1
i
1
1
)
3
1

April, 372
May, - - - - - - - - - - - 518 .,
June, - - - = = - .+ - - - - 1349 .
July, -~ - - - - - - - - - - 976
Auguost, - - -~ - - - - - - - - 1003
September, - - - - - - - - - - 374

October, - - - - - - - oo .
November, C e - - - - - .- 023,
D(‘cember, = e e e e = e A 7-12 .

Total, - - - - 6213

Rainfall for 1911, - - - - - - - 1067+ |,
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B.—SOUTHERN DISTRICT.

I.-—STaFF.

Mr. A. E. Wood acted as Assistant District Officer from January
1st to November 18th.

Mr. G. R. Sayer acted frem November 1&h to the end of the
vear. -

One clerk and shroff was transferred {rom the Northern
District in November,

I[.—PoLicE.

Considerable additions were made to the numbers of the force
owing to the Cheung Chau piracy and the general unrest. At
Cheung Chau one European constable and five Indian constables
were added to the establishment; and eight special European con-
stables did duty from September 3rd to November 26th. At Tai O
the establishment was increased from 10 to 17. Two European
constables and eight Indian police constables were added and three
Chinese constables withdrawn. Two more Indian police constables
were posted to Tung Chung. At Tsiin Wan the strength was
reduced by the withdrawal of two Indian police constables and two
Chinese constables. Two special constahles were posted there from
September to November.

The waters of the district were patrolled by No. 4 launch
(Western patrol) and No. 2 launch (Eastern patrol). Table A shows
the numbers of the force at its greatest strength.

Table B shows the health of the force. It is noticeable that
Teiin Wan has maintained its bad reputation. Both special con-
stables were sent to hospital with fever and in all there were six
cases.

There had been a large inerease in erime in the district.  Fight
cases of armed rohbery were reported and six of murder or man-
slanghter. Details arc given in Table C.

TIT. — MagisTracy.

The Assistant District Officer sitting as police mavistrate heard
during the year 124 cases affecting 179 persons. Of these 150 were
convicted or bound over and 29 were discharged.  The large increase
in the amount ol fines over that of last year is due to convictions for
illegal possession of arms and dynamite by junk-owners.
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The following table gives a comparison with the year 1911:—

1912. 1911,
No. of €ases,...cvovviiiiiiiiiis e 124 84
No. of persons affected, ..................... 179 118
Persons convicted or bound over,............ 150 112
Persons discharged, .........ccocooe + ceiiiinnn, 29 6
Fines (exclusive of opium fines), ............. $2,112.63  $451.00
Persons imprisoned, .........c.cooiii L 33 32
Opium fines paid to the farmer, .............. & 67.74 £25.00
Forfeitures (estrcated bail and gambling
BEIZTTOS ), vvirenienenerineinaienearennn, $164.64 £97.91

IV.—SaaLy Depsrs CouRrT.

One hundred and thirty-six cases were heard before the Small
Debts Court during the year as against fiftv-one last year. The
Assistant District Officer held regular courts at Tai O, Cheung Chau
and, later in the year, at Tsin Wan.

V.—Laxp Orrick.

Eight hundred and sixty-five deeds were registered during the
vear. Thisis only slightly above the average for the last seven
vears during which the Land Ordinance has been in force. There
is no doubt that much land changes hands without registration ;
and it is probable that not more than 10 per cent. of mortgages on
land in the less accessible parts of the district are registered. The
journey from Lantao is an almost insuperable obstacle and a
“stamped paper” is generally considered sufficient security.

Thirty-five auctions were held during the year and 14 sales by
private treaty. In all 1'70 acres were sold with a premium of
$1,138.00 and Crown Rent of $156.15. Fifty-eight lots were resum-
ed, 41 of these being in connection with improvements at Ap Liu.
The total area of resumed land was 1137 acres at a cost of
%4 833.18. Fifty-four lots were voluntarily surrendered and 54
were re-entered for failure to pay Crown Rent.

Nine grave certificates were issued.

VI—REVENTE.

The transfer of Tsiin Wan to the Southern District makes a
comparison with last year’s returns misleading. Tsin Wan re-
presents a Crown Rental of $3,200. Excluding this amount the
Crown Rent collected in 1912 falls short by $860 of that collected in
1911. This is accounted for partly by late payments in 1910 which
were credited to 1911 and partly by certain half-vearly payments of
which both instalments were credited to 1911 but one only to 1912,
It is noticeable that only %27 short of the full collection was collected
during the year.

Tsiin Wan 1s also accountable for the increased revenue from
forestry licences, pineapple licences and water wheel licences.

The stone quarry at Chek Lap Kok after its failure last year
was re-leased at a more normal rental of $90 a month.
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__The number of earth permits doints to considerable activity in
building. Matshed permits have fallen off proportionately.

Details of revenue eollected by this office are given in Table D.

Table E shows the revenuc collected through other depart-
ments. The increase in Harbour Office receipts is due to the
raising of the scale of harbour dGues.

Quarry returns from New Kowloon show a falling off owing to
the small demand in 1911

VIL.—Crops.

The first rice crop was an exceptionally good one for a district
not essentially a rice-growing district. The second crop suffered
somewhat from drought in October or, in the case of Cheung Chau
and the Fast of Lantao Island from a serious blight.

Sweet potatoes on vegetable land, were poor ; but those planted
on padi land after the rice harvest promise well thanks to the timely
rains in December. Other vegetables, which are not planted on an
ambitious scale and are chiefly for home consumption, were well up
to the average. Onions from Tung Chung and bean curd from Tsiin
Wan continue to find a ready sale in Hongkong. Pineapples, grown
only in Tsiin Wan and Tsing I Island, were a fine crop. Nearly
four hundred acres were under pineapples and thirty fresh applica-
tions have been received. There is no sugar-cane in the Southern
District.

VIIT.—Ligoor.

The total veceipts collected on liquor distilled in the Southern
District amount to $100,700.07.

There are ten distilleries in Tsiin Wan representing a revenue
of $31,000. This accounts for the great increase over last year’s
receipts.

Exclusive of Tsiin Wan, there are 8 distilleries on the main-
land, including the large distillery at Sham Shui Po from which
over $34,000 were collected. There are also 5 distilleries on Cheung
Chau giving a revenue of $25,400; 2 at Tai O and 2 at Ma Wan.

There is no doubt that in spite of the heavy tax distilleries can
be run at a profit.

A large proportion of Liquor distilled is for Hongkong consumyp-
tion.

IX.—OrroM.

Prepared opium to the total amount of 12430685 taels was
sold representing, at an average price of $4 a tlael, a total of
$49,722.74. .

Tsiin Wan accounts for 1,938 taels but exclusive of this amount
there was an increased consumption of about 3,000 taels over last
vear.
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220 taels of dross opium were sold at Tai O.

These figures do not include New Kowloon.
te

X.—GENERAL.

The year has clearly been one of general prosperity. The dis-
trict as a whole is well-watered and little affected by drought. Salt
pans at Tai O proved a financial success. Quarries recovered some-
what from a dull season last year. Fish were plentiful and the
fishing fleets can command good prices owing to the competition of
local markets with those of Hongkong and Macao.

The one dissentient voice is that of Cheung Chau which was
beset in turn by plague and by pirates. The attack by pirates,
involving as it did the death of three Indian constables, was pro-
bably the most serious outrage in the history of the district and
showed the necessity of some means of communication with Hong-
kong.

Cheung Chau however has sufficient enterprise to rise superior
to bad fortune. It has added two storeys o the ill fated pawn shop.
It has overcome considerable opposition to its new market run strict-
Iy on municipal lines. And it has established its own electric light
plant and supplies light at a cheaper rate than Hongkong can do.

The transfer of some 20 square miles on the mninland including
Tsiin Wan from the Northern District took place during the year.
Fortnightly courts have been held since May at the police station
and full use has been made of the greater accessibility of the District
Officer.

Resumptions and reclamations at Ap Liu were continued but with
this exception there were no public works undertaken in the dis-
trict. There Las however been some activity in the building trade.
Several two-storeyed Chinese houses have been built at Tai O and
new Kuropean houses on Cheung Chau. And there are not wanting
signs of a steady natural development from within.

In New Kowloon lands continue to change hands at high prices.

G. R. SAYER,
Avsistant District Officer,
Southern District.

14th February, 1913.
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Table A.

Strength of Police Force during 1912.

{

4 i
= 2l
Station. = 2 1 ¢ | Total
.= = .=
E-REN
Ta1 O, +veereeeerieeereeeeeeeeeeereeesceeesennas 31 13 1l o7
Tung Chang, «.ovvvviniiiniiiieenn, } 7 2 9
Cheung Chau, 2 speciul constables from ' !
3-9-12 to 26-11-12, ..00ovveinnen, { 2 ‘ 9 1 12
Lamma, «ooviviiiiiiiiiniieieiie e, ; | 5 b
Tsiin Wan, 2 special constables from } }
3-9-12 to 26-11-12, .covvevnnenn, | 1 7 2 10
I
! | !
Total,ecv.vreonnnnn. 8 ] a6 ] 53
Table B.
Health of the Force during 1912.
?:‘:g :‘f;g, =:§ . :=-§ £
== 20 8 - o A o
Station. EF8 | 8% |22 45°Z Total
S O = ) O o2 o= =2
ST HE8 EES RS
£ | &= J = =
Tai O, eveverereorennen, 13 1
Tung Chung,.......... 2 # 1 3
Cheung Chau, ....... e 2 I 1 1 4
Lamma, ..ol A 3 { " 3
|
Tsiin Wan, ..o, 3 3 ; 3 9
. | !
Total, . ... 6 11 t 5 1 23
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Table C.

Crime in the Southern District during 1912.

] . i
Szlael s | lglel
Station. =T 22| E } g o %30 g | &
= 7 Ta | *# | a |-
i |
Tai O and Tung Chung, . 2 4 .. 1) 613
Cheung Chau,............. 3 1 2 1] 6116
Tamma, oo cevvivieninnnn, t 2 2
Tsiin Wan,....oooviiveennn. 1 3 . 610
Total, coevueen. 6 [' 8 2 5,20 41
Table D.
Revenue collected during 1912 1y the Assistant District Officer
New Territories, Southern District.
1911. 1912,
$ o $ e
Land Sales, coeeeiviiiiiiiiiiiin i, 1,421.00 1,133.00
Crown Rent, ....ccoviviiveiiiniininicnnn.. 24.430.32 26,775.62
Assessed Taxes, .ooovieevviviiiviieiiinnnnn, 8,756.52 8,938.03
Lease of Stone Quarries, co.oceeeuinienen..., 1,795.00 1,680.00
Forestry Licenses, ...ocoovviiniviiiniiiii, 938.28 1,550.15
Farth Permits, ... .ccocovn oiveeiiniinnns, 34.00 109.00
Matshed Permits, ........................... 371.00 138.50
Pineapple Licences, .....civvienininiinnni. 29.72 958.29
Registration Fees, cvoovvveviviiinniinn, 1,251.80 1,108.40
Distress Warrants, (Crown Rent) ....... 94.00 113.00
Distress Warrants, (Small Debts), ....... 20.00 9.00
Writs of Summons, ......................... 79.00 111.50
Fines, (Police Court), «.ovvvevvreivenincans, 478.85 2,159.03
Forfeitures, covvveiiiiviininne viieieinennnn, 97.91 164.64
Certified Extracts, «vovevuiieinnenenninnnennn, 9.00
Grave Certificates, vveerereeriareienernnnnn. 9.75 3.50
Miscellaneous Receipts, «ov.iveriniiniiena. 52.00
Interest, covovvviiiieiiiiiniennn., reeeeneeeaan 7.24 23.43
Legal COSES, e vvevrseesnrreerenennns N 65.00
SuUnprints, .ooevevvreiiiiiiereininceeenaaa, 65.00
Boundary Stones, ...covvviiviiiinninienniannn. 150.00
Water Wheel Licences, ..c.cooevivenennn.., 34.00
$ 39,823.39

$44,796.11
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Table E.

Revenue collected through other departments from the
New Territories, Southern District.
. 1911. 1912.

$ e, & e
Public Works Department, (Land

Permits, ete.), 1n New Kowloon, 2,042.90
Treasury, (Crown Rent for fnland } 11.929.82 11.628.60
Lots), ceeeriiiniiiiiiiiie e, wasEs U
Treasury, (Quarries in New Kow- 93.156.00 17.781.24
loon), weeeiiiiiiiiii AR [
Harbour. Office, (Harbour Dues, | a0 - 50 Cih
Stake Nets, ete.), .ooooveveniin. f 14.394.30 20,860.80
Police, (Licence Fees), covvennn onin, 2,801.75 2,880.75
Imports and Exports Office, (Liguor 1 197 o —nh (e
Duties), ceeeviiviriniiiiiviniinnne. } 60,137.86 100.700.07

¢ 114,462.63 £153,851.46




