Appendix Q.

REPORT ON THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMEXT
FOR THE YEAR 1912.

STaFF.

1. Mr. J. D. Lloyd was appointed Assistant Postmaster General
in succession to Mr. E. C. Lewis who retired on pension on
the 17th October. Amongst the staff there were during the year 4
Resignations, 1 Dismissal and 1 Transfer, while 6 new appointments
were made; 1 new post of a'6th Grade Shroff was instituted.

Mars.

2. The number of mail bags and packets dealt with in the
General Post Office Hongkong during 1912 amounted to 254,617
representing an increase of 17,292 on last year’s total, or 7°3 per
cent. This increase following a similar increase of 6'4% for the
year 1911 and of 6'5% for 1910 is an indication of the steady
development of the postal business of the Colony. The number of
bags and packets sent in transit through the Post Office amounted
to 79,347 an increase of 13,776 over the preceding year, while the
number of parcel receptacles handled in transit rose from 3,769 to
5,621, Further details are given in Table L.

REGISTRATION AND PARCEL BRANOH.

3. Registered articles and parcels handled in Hongkong
amounted to 992,977 representing an increase on the previous year
of 59,502. The growing popularity and importance of the Siberian
Route is reflected in the great increase in the number of registered
articles sent vid Siberia; the number of such articles amounting in
1912 to 70,002 as compared with 54,207 for the preceding year and
46,210 for the year 1910. Further details are given in Table 11.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

4. A Table of Revenue and Expenditure is given in Table III.
Revenue amounted to $401,054 being an increase of $1,837
as compared with the year 1911. Expenditure amounted to
$296,867 a decrease of $125,401 on the figures for last year. This
decrease is due to (1) the taking over by the Imperial Govern-
ment of the working of the Postal Agencies in China whereby the
Colony is relieved from payment of transit charges on mails
priginating at those Agencies; (2) non-payment by the Crown
Agents for the Colonies of the share of the Peninsular and Oriental
Company’s mail subsidy for the 4th quarter of the year. This
claim will have to be met this year as well as the payments to the
Russian and *Japanese Administrations for carriage of Siberian
Matls for 1910, 1911 and 1912, the claims for which have not as
* vet been rdceived. *
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MoxEY ORDERS. .

5. The high rate of Exchange during the year 1912 consider-
ably stimulated the business of the Money Order Department;
money order transactions for the year shewing an increase £28527.
12s. 6d. or 17 per cent. over the transactions of 1911. The money
order transactions with India alone shewed an increase of about
£14,000 or one half of the total, due to presence of a larger
garrison of Indian troops. Satisfactory increases are also shewn in
the sales and payments of British Postal Orders and Local Postal
Notes. Last year there was a falling off in the sale of British Postal
Orders to the extent of £1,140, but during 1912 no decrease is
shewn in any branch of the business of this Department. Further
details are given in Tables VI, VII, and VIIL

PiirArR BoXES.

6. The total number of articles collected during the year from
all Pillar Boxes was 220,832 compared with 224,523 in the year
1911.

CHinesE Bravca Post OFrIcE.

7. The total number of Chinese registered articles delivered,
by this branch during the year 1912 amounted to 234,154 repre-
senting an increase of 20,760 on the figures for 1911 ; of this total
Chinese registered letters from the United States and Canada
accounted for 156,541, the remainder 77,613 coming from other
countries including China. The figures for the three years 1910,
1911, and 1912 are as follows : —

1910. 1911. 1912.

From U.S.A. and Canada........... 138,135 141,496 156,541
From China and other countries. 70,035 71,898 77,613

208,170 213,394 234,154

L
The number of Hong Licences issued during the year was 28 a
decrease of 6 compared with the previous year. Two Hong Licences
were cancelled during the year for infractions of the Post Office
Ordinance.

WESTERN BrANoE Post OFFICE.

8. The amount of correspondence between this Branch Office
and Canton was—Despatched 734,601 letters, 4,633 other articles,
and 5,062 registered letters ; Received 1,103,404 letters, 7,962 other
articles, and 5,183 registerad letters. These figures shew an ¢
increase of 63,116 compared with the previous year. In addition,
8,815 Hong Packets wore despatched and 9,879 received, the cerre-
sponding figures for 1911 being 9,696 and 11,462 erespectively.
The value of stamps sold at this branch amounted to $68,963 during
the year, an increase of $12,003 compared with the precediyg year. .
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MISCELLANEOUS.

. 9. During the year 1912, Branch Post Offices were established
at the following places and placed in charge of Police Sergeants of
the various Districts :—in the island of Hongkong: Aberdeen and
Stanley ; in the New Territories: Au Tau, Ping Shan, Sai Kung,
Sha Tau Kok, Sha Tin, Sheung Shui, and Tai O.

10. The new issue of stamps bearing the postscript of H.M.
King George V was issued on the ninth November. All stamps
now have the monetary values expressed in words as well as in
Arabic characters in conformity with Postal Union Regulations.

S. B. C. Ross,
Pos;master General.

X

19th Mareh, 1913.
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Table IV,

Postage Stamps, ete., issued for sale in Hongkong during the years

1911 and 1912,

Denpmina- 1911. 1912. Increase +
. tion, Decrease —
|
Postage Stamps, ..ecec......| 1 cent 561,600 584,876 |+ 23,276
» ceaeeeennsss| 2 cents | 3,018,720 | 3,095,996 |+ 77,276
. TR IR 2,058,240 | 2,161,426 (+ 108,196
" eesesenrans 6 , 61,200 64,076 [+ 2,876
' ceeveneennd 8, 55,560 62,636 |+ 7,076
" cereriaenes 10, 1,092,240 | 1,120,556 |+ 28,316
' ceevenee o] 120 31,080 43,196 [+ 12,116
1 ceereninennd 200 61,481 41,756 |— 19,725
» veerenend 30, 42,666 38,396 |— 4,270
o e N 50 . 44,776 89,726 |— 5,050
5 eereesrenens 1 dollar 30,841 29,241 |— 1,600
s eeesees veeer] 2 dollars 11,642 11,115 |- 327,
;o eeeeriennens I 3,070 3,108 [+ 33
by eeeeeeenenns 5 2,537 2,943 |+ 406
s e 10 -, 3,990 4,388 |+ 398
Books of Stamps,..ccev.eeee. 1 dollar 6,641 7,585 [+ 894
Post Cards, .coocvveeninrnann. 1 cent 47,023 52,800 |+ - 5,777
$ eereesesesersenses 2 cents | 200 50 |— 150
y e creeereeee 4 1 12670 14,350 |+ 1,650
y e 8 . 100 — 1= 100
Newspaper Wrappers, ...... 2 6,280 11,125 [+ 4,845
p aeeaes 4 | 600 775 |+ 175
Postage Envelopes, ......... 1} ,, | 365 2,850 |+ 1,985
b eeseeeees 2L ) 2,450 3,717 |+ 1,267
P w e, 4, 10,225 11,250 |+ 1,025
w e 5L, 140 500 |+ 360
v e 10, | 375 525 |+ 150 *
Registration Envelopes, I i‘ 9,410 10,090 |+ 680
.
*
[ .
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