Appendix L.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PRISONS
FOR THE YEAR 1928.

1. The number of prisoners received into prison during the
vear and the corresponding number for year 1925 were as
follows : —

1925, 1926

Convicted by Ordinarv Courts ..... ... 5,883 5,663

Convicted by Court Martial ............. 5 4

Debtors oo 58 64
On remand or in default of finding

surety ... 948 780

Total ..ooviiienn. 6,339 6,511

[ ]

There was an increase of 172 on the total number of
admission as compared with the vear 1925. There was an
increase of prisoners convicted for larceny during the year under
review the number being 1,083 against 927 for the previous
year.

. 2. The number of Revenue Grade prisoners adrmtted to
prisons was 4,509 made up as follows:—

Convicted under the Oplum Ordinance ............ 2,595
. Gambling Ordinance ....... 169
" Arms & Ammunition Ord. 41
. Vehicle Ordinance .......... 105
., Hurbour Regulations ....... 7
" Water Works .......... 8
" Marine Hawkers Ord. ...... 27
' Dangerous Goods Ord. ... 11
" Chinese Wine and Spirif

Ordinance ......., 7
. Societies Ordinance ........ 16
" PBublic Health and
Buildings Ordinance.. 12
T Truck Ordinance ...... v 13
. Women and_Girls
{Protection) Ord. ..i.... 11
. Tmportation and Exporta-
' tion Ordinance .......... 6
. Pharmacy and Poisons
Ordinance............... 3
. Tobacco Ordinance .......... 18
' Police Regulations .......... 22
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Brought forward ................. 3,071
Convicted of removing dead body without
PEIMUSSION  tiivrviiiiniiinnneeaianens 5
ve committing nuisance in the street. 16
vy unlawfully boarding steamers ...... 14
b hawking ‘without a licence .......... 443
' cruelty to apimals ...l 13
. keeping house for prostitution ...... 13
' illegal pawning ............ e 18
v drunkenness ... 16
' EPESPASS  Liviiiciiieien e eea s 31
" disorderly conduct ................... 23
v assaulb T
. obstruction ..., 27
' cutting trees ....ocooooiiiieieiennn. 59
' removing sand without permission. 6
' mendiCancy  .....oiiieieeii, 16
' unlawful possession of lotten
tickets ..o 39
'y unlawful possession ................... 313
. Qtealmg ................................... 166
v possession of implement fit for
unlaw{ul purpose ................. 27
o offering bribe ...l 21
' obtammg by false preten(,es ....... 36
" soliviting in a public thoroughfare
. for the purpose of prostitution. 3
> unlawful receiving ..................... 51
. travelling on tram car without
paving legal fare ................. 6
o spitting in Court ........................ 4
Total .....oooiieee. 4,509

Al
3. The above figures show that T8 per cent of the total
admissions to prison were Revenue Grade prisoners.

The following table shows the number of prisoners com-
mitted to prison without the option of fine and in default of

pax ment of fine:—

In default of pavment ot hne

i

Without ! | !
Year, | option of Siexv?'(iot’?.e‘ Paid full | Paid palt Total.
fine. fmpris fine. fine, ‘
ment. [ ;
| |
1925 613 4,331 o 74 315 1 5,333
926 | 1,154 3946 17T | 446 56
J !
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4 Fifty four (54) juveniles were admitted during the year,
with sentences varying from 24 hours detention to 12 months
hard labour. In 2 cases corporal punishment was awarded in
addition.

5. The percentage of convicted prisoners admitted to prison
with previcus éonvictions recorded against them was 19 as com-
pared with 17.5 for 1925.

6. There were 133 prisoners admitted who were convicted
by the Police Courts in the New Territories against 184 for tho
previous year.

7. The following table shows the number of convictions in
custody on the 31st December for the past 10 wyears, and the
percentage of the total number of prisoners in custody to the
estimated population of Hong Kong:—

| Daily

{Percentage o { Precentage

Year. | Estimated | Number of of n?l‘xgtbzgfeo f to

population, convicts. jpopulation. prisoners. population.
1917 | 535,100 209 ‘038 600 ‘112
1918 | 558,000 - 224 040 601 ‘108 .
1919 | 598,100 259 ‘043 - 756 ‘126
1920 | 648,150 275 ‘043 755 N 8 Vg
1921 ¢ 665,550 231 ‘035 . 764 ‘115
1922 | 662,200 259 l ‘039 787 | 119
1923 | 681,800 . 204 043 861 | ‘126
1924 | 799,550 345 043 1,066 ‘133
1925 | 874,420 ! 394 ‘045 1,116 128
1926 | 786,920 409 i 052 1,054 134

i 1 | |

8. There were 516 pumishments awarded for breach of prison
discipline as compared with 792 for the preceding vear. Corporal
punishment was inflicted in five cases for prison offences.

9. Seventy seven (77) prisoners were whipped by order of
courts.

160, There was no escape, ‘or attempt to escape.

11. There were 18 deaths (13 natural causes and § execu-
tions.)

12. 18,319,014 forms were printed and issued- to various
Government Departments and 74,030 books bound or repaired,
as compared with 13,069,606, forms and 74,497 books in 1925.
During the vear type to the value of $9,000 was cast at an
approximate outlay for material and labour of $1,400. The
type casting machine was purchased in 1925 for £871.
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13. More land was resumed at Lai Chi Kok in November
1926 and as much as possible placed under cultivation. This
land gives part employment to 40 prisoners. The staff is too
limiited to permit the employment of prisoners all day on this
particular work.

14. Victoria Gaol is still over-crowded although more pri-
soners have been transferred to Lai Chi Kok. Authority has
been given for the improvement of the Hospital, Reception and
office accommodation and this improvement it is hoped will
be partially effected in 1927, .

15. Several buildings were found to be in a bad state of
repair; a paper store. the roofs of ‘I Hall and Female Prison
were condemned. These will be renewed in 1927.

16. The conduct of both European and Indian Staff with
few exceptions has been very good.

17. The general health of the staff has been good. As
usual there was a considerable amount of malaria at Lai Chi Kok
but there werc no serious cases.

18. The appliance for use in case of fire are in good con-
dition but inadequate. The question of fire appliances and the
water supply is under consideration. :

19. The rules laid down for the Government of prisons have
been complied with.

.20. T append the usual returns.

J. W. FRANKS.
Supetintendent of Prisons. .

6th May, 1927.
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Table II.

Return showing Expenditure and Income for the past 10 yvears.

Actual cost

Average

Year. E Expenditure. Income. of prisoners’ cost per
maintenauce, prigsoner.
| | :
?
bk e & ¢ ! ¥ ¢ $ ¢
19170 108,212,422 658,815.01 39,397.42 (G5.66
1918.cee 108,651.95 ‘ 70,747 97 37,905.98 63.07
1919, 135,350.16 | 69.277.07 | 66,273.09 $7.66
1920. 258,609.17 f £6,547.61 ; 192,061.56 254.37
1921 297.970.56 i 79.635.73 218,334.83 286.78
1922...... 2901,175.12 Il 126,124.62 165,030.50 209,72
1923...... ¢ 324,698.26 i 117,302.22 207,396.04 240,88
1
1024...... 375,158.14 J 121,664.03 253,137.11 237.56
1925......] 462,827.14 | 122,22180 | 340,605.84 305.20
1926...... 472,337.42 148,667.08 322 640.12 306.11
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