' Appepd_ix R

REPORT OF THE GENERAL POST OFFICE,
HONG KONG, FOR THE YEAR 1926.

" 1.—S8TAFF.
Mr. H. A. Mills was appointed Accountant to this. Depdr,t-

ment as from lst October, 1926, and arrived in the Colony -on
4th February, 1927

Mr. T. Hynes, Superintendent of Mails, went on long
leave on 18th August. His duties are being performed by
Mr. T.- M. Perpetuo, Assistant Superintendent of Mails.

Mr. F. H. Holdman, Assistant Superintendent of Mails
. (Parcels Branch) was absent on ‘long leave from 6th February
4o-:18th. November, during which period Mr. Thomas Lay,
Assistant Supermtendenb of Mails; had: chavge of the branch.

During the year changes amongst the clerical: staff were
one: pensioned, two dismissed, nine l‘eslgned and five transferred
to other Departments. = .

—MAILS

The numbet of mail receptacles of Hong Kong origin despab-
ched during the year was 31,863 as oompared with 82,044 in
1925—a decrease of 181.

Receptacles in transit Which were handled numbered
175,055 as against 121,848 in 1925’—&11 ihcrease ‘of 538,712. f

3 900 steamers carrying malls arnved and 3 28 left 3.
- decrease of 522 and. 2,872 under the prevous year’s fioures.

S
8.—REGISTERED ARTICLES AND PARCELS. .J

The number of registered articles. handled Fmounted to
906,383 as compdred with 887,661 1n 1925—ar. increase of
18 722. .

Full details are shown in Table 1.

The figures for msured letters. were 20,286 and 15,327
respeetnelv——an 1ncrease of 4)909

" Pareels, ordmarv anﬂ»‘msured which were dedlt with tesch-

ed a total of 555,854 as against 897,729 in 1925—an increase
" of 157 625 ]

" The"increase was laroely due to the dislocation  of fre.:ght
Serwces in consequence of which shippers of valuable goods te
" South China had to resort to the Parzel Post Service.
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4. —REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

Table IV contagins a statement of Postal Revenue and Ex-
penditure for the year.

The total revenue from the Postal Service in 1926 amounted
to $698,606.13 an increase on the previous year of $54,394.61.
The Expenditure for 1926 amounted to $263,775.04 or $32,214.49
less than in that of the previous year; the décrease is prinei-
pally due to recovery of arrears of Transit Charges resulting
from the Statistics taken throughout the Postal Union during
the period 15th October—11th November, 1924.

- The balance of Revenue over E*(pendlture amounted “to
$434 831 09.

.

Table V shows postage stamps ete. of each denommatlon
issued for sale durmg the years. 1925 and 1926.

_Table V,[ shows the Revenue and Expenditure of ‘the " Posb
‘Office for the ten years 1917 and 1926.

Table VII gives the Revenue from the sale of postage
stamaps for the years 1924, 1925 and 1926. The increase of
Revenue from- this source in the year 1926 as compared with
that of the year 1925 was $66,331.24.

N 5.—MoxEY ORDERS.

O, account of the continued trade depression, due to ad-
verse politjical conditions in China, the result of the year’s Money
Order biuafiness showed g decrease of £12:667.13.2°in the value i
of ordexs issued and a slight decrease of £968.14.2 in the amount

of ordgrs paid; making a total net decrease of £18,686.7.4 on
the ye&’i transactions.

L

The Te’ﬁegraphxc Money Orders also show a shrinkage in
the volume of buelness transacted.

Inward i Outward

1925 169'0rders~—£2,598.15'rf‘d;. 84 orders—£996.6.7d.
1926 142 orders—#£2,006.15.0d. 71 orders—£871.4.0d.:

The Postal Oxder business was similarily affected; 7transac~

tions amounting to £671.9.6d. and £158.9. 4d. less in. the issues

. and paymen’cs respeetlvely, and $1,054.00 less .in the Local
Notes. - T -

Full details appear in Tables VIIT, IX and X.
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. 6.—CuiNesE DELIVERY. SECTION.

During the year, this section’ handled 2,950,547 ordinary
letiters, 166,777 other articles, and 9,164 postal Hong packets as
against 2,654,170 ordinary letters, 180,807 other articles, and
8,922 postal Hong packets in 1925. A ‘

The registered articles delivered amounted to 275,556 of
which 121,665 originated in the Unitéd States and Canada,
and 153,891 in China and elsewhere, an increase of 10,859 as
comapared with 264,697 in 1925, '

6,794 insured letters were dealt with as against 4,412 in
1925.

The total number of Chinese private boxes for which li-
cences were issued during the year was 838; a decrease of 13
compared with 1925.

-

The licences of 28 Chinese Postal Hongs were renewed,

- as compared with 27 in 1925.

7.—MISCELLANEOUS.
The direct transmission of Parcel Post Mails to Marseilles

by Peninsular & Oriental Mail Packets was initiated on 19th

March. Parcels for the whole of the Continent of Europe ex-
cept the near Eastern Countries, unless otherwise directed, are
now sent by this route resulting in a saving of at least 10 days
in transit, and at lower rates of postage.

~ An agreement for the exchange of Insured Parcels with
Canada was instituted during the year.

With the important exceptions of India, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Japan and a few other countries parcels
weighing between 11 1bs. and 22 1bs. may now be exchanged
with all the important countries in the Postal Union.

In spite of the unsettled conditions throughout South China.
the volume of Postal business transacted during 1926 reached

- a remarkably high level, The revenue realised by the sale of

postage stamps has onlv been exceeded in the record year 1924
and is considerably in excess of the figures for the years 1923
and 1925. The parcel post transactions continue to increase
steadily though portion of the abnormal increase during' 1926

wag due to the temporary suspension of freight Services to
South China ports.
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The revenue collected by this Deparbment'dtiring the year

from radio-telegrams amounted to $67,201.89 a decrease of
$13,141.80 on the amount collected in 1925. Advices of vessels
signalled at the Lighthouses yielded $908.60, Semaphore
messages $28.30 and Wireless Receiving -Station Licences
$125.00.

The number of radio-telegrams forwarded during the year
was 7,836 congisting of 81,010 words against 10,524 with 122 914
words in 1925, and 13,725 were received consisting of 156,128
words as against 13,180 with 175,726 words in 1925.

M. J. BREEN,
1st. April, 1927. Postmaster General.
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Table V.
Postage Stamps, etc., issued fo—r— sale in Hong Kong during the years
1923 awxd }926.
Denowina- | 1925, 1926, | Increase+
iom, TYE - Degrease —
Pés:;g'esmmps,....;. 1cent. | 981,834 | 1,038,720 |+ 56,836
e " 2cents. | 4,604,394 | 4,035,040 |— 549,354
- | 4, 4,370,874 | 4,883,280 |+ 512,406
o, weeene] Gy 68,874 70,080 [+ 1,206
» v 8 38,354 35,200 |~ 3,394
o, e 405, | 1,885,994 | 1,425,600 1+ 39,606
y o] 20, 87,594 | 120,960 [+ 33,366
» | 28 87,834 111,060 |+ 23,226
,, o] 30, 79,914 |- 107,280 4+ 27,366
. veue| 50, 101,014 | 146,880 [+ 43,866
o e 1dollar. | 55,434 61,920 |+ 6,486
wo e ~ Zdollars.| 11,884 1,800 |+ 1,916
w e 3 ., 6661 | 5980 |-  ess
” U, 5 7,309 7,722 |+ '413
w e 10 7,746 7,284 |— 462
Books of Stamps,.....| 1 dollar. 6,650 — 6,650
Post Cards,.ceeren.... 1 cent. 30,084 19,520 |— 10,514
o e 2 cents. 294 - 204
o e o 4, 12,794 9,000 [— 3,794
Postagé Envelopes,...( 4, 11,363 11,500 |+ 137
Registratiou | . . .
Envelopes, ...... ’ 10 ,, 24,217 21,300 | — 2,917
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Table VI

Revenue and Expenditure for the years 1917 to 1926.

e | 1T b s B
; - evenue.
I i
$ o $ e $ e %
1917...... 403,369.87 | 259,214.83 |+144,655.04 64.18
1915...... 427,132;88\J 156;107.69 |+271,025.19 36.54
- 1910...... 5 450,056.75 | 104,073.87 |+345982.88 |  23.12
1920...... 526,122.08 | 229,378.70 |+296743.38 |  43.59
1921...... 644,157.54 | 261,077.84 |+383,079.70 |  40.53
1992...... 662,862.11 | 258,115.57 |-+404,746.54 |  38.93
1023..... 714,340.03 | 91,630.77 |+622,70026 |  '12.82
1994....| 75492826 | 25757350 |-+497,35467 | 3411
1995...... 644,211.52 | 205989.53 |+348221.99 |  45.04
1926...... 698,606.13 | 265,775.04 |-+434,831.00 |  37.75
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“Table ViI.

Comparative Table of Revenue from Sale of Postage Stamps
during the years 1924, 1925 and.1926.

1926.

Month.. ! 1924. . 1925.
$ 8 $

January, ......... ?9,474.50- 63,245.13 53,986.05
February, ........ 4145708 | 5363464 |  47,00473°
March; ............]  58,815.80 62,682.96- |  60,246.92
April, oo, 59,110.95 | 58,364.26 54,400.00
May, cooveenennn. 60,427.89 56,990.90 55,198.60
Ju:ne, ............... 51,135.75 50,914.76 53,067.10
July, cevreeeennnnn, 58241.11 16,664.14 50,353.85
August, ... w....... 54,070.43 33,020.00 53,709,05
September, -..... 54,241.97 40,195.54 51,823.84
Octobet, ......... 57,801.89 48,317.40 57,080.30 -
November, ...... 63,002.00 |  58158.30 66,777.45
December,......... 63,238.45 53,457.&)5‘ ' 58,378.43

Total,...... $701,018,17 | $ 59564508 | $661,976.32

- 'wq s
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