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“ - - WNMENT Housk,
. v : Hoxgrone, 27¢h July, 1878.
Sir,—After giving my best consideration to your letter of the 29th of June, and with the most
anxious desire to meet your wishes, I do not think I should be Justified in recommending any further
appropriation from the Treasury of this Colony for the China Famire Relief Fund. -

2. My predecessor, Sir ARTHUR KeNNEDY, obtained a vote of $1,380° and I had the satisfaction of
obtaining the consent of the Legislative Council, and of Sir MicuaEL Hricks-BEAcH to a farther vote
of $10,000. In addition to this, the European Community here subscribed about $12,900, and the
Chinese Community about $108,000; being a total of over one hundred and thirty-two thousand
dollars.

3. Looking to the limited population of this Colony, it may perhaps be only fair to say, that no
Community in any part of the Globe has contributed more, in proportion, for the Famine Fund than
the Community of Hongkong. ' Ci

I have the honour to be, :
L Sir, % . 5‘: .
Your most obedient Servant,

. J. Porr HeNNussy.
- W. S. Wermore, Esquire,
: Charrman'of the .~
= China Famine Relicf Fund.

CHINESE HOUSES.

- The following Documents relafing to the structures of Chinese Houses in the C part of the
Town of Victoria, are published for general information. ; '

) By Comrﬂlmd,
i S .,M(}n}mﬂ Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 27th July, 1878.

il

. (Translation.)
To His Excellency
Jonn Pore Hexnessy, = LG,
Governor of Hongkong,
§e.,  ge, Ge.
The humble Memorial of the undersigned, Land Owners
and Residents in the Colony of Hongkong.

SHEWETH :—Y our Memorialists venture to memorialize your Excellency with reference to the
‘fdllpwing subject:— ' - e y '

A letter has been brought to their notice recently addressed by the -Honéﬁable Mr. Price,
Surveyor General, to Mr. R. G. Arrorp, regarding certain plans for Chinese houses, prepared by the
latter, as Architect, for Mr. Lee Tax Crroxc and others, which had been ‘officially laid before
Mr. Price.  Your Memorialists observe from this letter that your Excellency eoncurs in objections
rajsed to these plans by the Surveyor General on the ground that houses built in accordance with
them would be unhealthy, and in the suggestions made by the Surveyor General for improving the
ventilations of the houses by widening an alley space already allowed for in one plan, and by allowing
space for two alleys where such had not been provided for in the other. '

The terms of Mr. Pricw’s letter lead your Memorialists to infer that ybur Excellency in

- concurring in the suggested alterations and the reasons for them is, to a ‘certain extent, laying down
or is prepared to lay down general principles for the guidance of all land owners intending to build
Chinese houses, because having been shewn the plans in question they observe that the buildings as
designed are for a very superior class of residence, that they provide for thie
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regard to supply ‘ 1ssi Ii i ich i 1 ir habi ,ideas
‘and wants. ’ '

Now these habits although your Memorialists are given to understand that they are condemned
by the more recent rules cf Western sclence are, as a matter of fact, the outcome of a lengthened

The windows lo‘oking out into the proposed alleys would be kept closed and the alleys themselves

" not being intended for use as thoroughfares would be made recgptacles for the deposit of refuse and

filth which would beyond question be suffered to accumulate to an extent in itself dangerous to health.
Such in fact has been the practical result of providing similer alley ways in other’ parts of this
city as, for instance, in East and West Streets, Taipingshan, where, owing probably in great measure

Lane, Gilman’s Bazaar and other streets leading from the Queen’s Road to the Praya where houses
have been built back to back remain altogether free from such visitations. '
The great cities in the mainland of China such as Canton and F atshan, are singularly free also
from epidemic disease, and there all along’ the streets and main thoroughfares it has heen the practice
from time immemorial to build the houses back to back. o
In Hongkong, as your Excellency is aware, land has become extremely valnable, and in order to
make it profitable as an Investment, it is necessary to take advantage to the-utmost of the space at
command. Chinese tenants are, as a rule, on the other band, unable or unwilling to pay high rents
for their dwelling rooms, and it is only by so dividing the houses that many families or persons can
reside in each division that Chinese property is made profitable and at the same time the necessary
lowness of rents attained. Having regard then to (' .nese abits, it is practically certain that all
ce taken out from any given plc, of/lﬁh for the mere purpose of ventilation will

be %0 much“i Way from the comfort of the tenants and will only lead to further overcrowding.

 Agai | 8 -i%ever being used as thoroughfares, and consequently never properly .-
lighted, w LR moly polies, and hoth as hiding ~Tevon o hineean w1 1 R
easy acces *n both side 7] aftord special facilities for ‘obbery, the escape Jers
and the-ebn plunder. ’ .

oo among oth  reasons your Memorialists 'venture.to' point out to your Excellency
that the principle of providing alley spaces for the purposes of adnitting light and air to Chinese
residences would meet with but little measure of success and would 0 in no way appreciated by those
whom it is kindly intended to benefit. On the other hand, it ° certainly calculated to-alarm and
irritate those interested in land and to depreciate the value ‘Property. It isa principle never, as they
believe, hitherto camed into effect in Ho: gkong, based w1 no local 'Ordina.nce, and investors who
have bought landdave done so in ignorarce that they “uld have to abide by it. ..

Your Memonalists belong to a law abidin- ‘rder, to whom, as the long experience of the

- Government of thig Colony has shown, factious dpo.sit'ion is unknown: and they should not in this
" instance départ from their usual habit of silent-PMission to such laws and regulations as “are made

for their obedig; e, if they did not fee! stror ¥ th.at t‘h‘? PO.ints apparently decided in the letter of the
Honourable the Surveyor General tend to e x}qth justice upon them, a%nd are such as they think
ought not to beffinally.decided without thejr aving a hegrmg and some voice in such final decision.

Within the dimits of a Memorial such as {25 1018 R0t possible to enter fully into the details of all
the objections Wiiirizbhiexis t on the part of your er.norlahsts to the conclusion arrived at, or to do more
than indicate the dfguments by which their obj,(}tions can be supp orted; but they f;hi'nk they have
sufficiently succeeded in shewing that the matt ® lf)}lld not b? allowed to rest where 1t 15, and that it
is of sufficient pablic importance to require a futeT Investigation, ']

: " Your - Memorialists therefor hulf}bl}f pray that your Excellency will pe pleased to
take.the Subject'mavtter of this Bfmomfll nto y OUr consideration and cause enquiries to
be made either by means of g uMUSSION. appointed to take such evidence ag your
Memorialists may be able to layb‘“f()fe 1t anfl»t(: 2611‘ their arguments, or by such other
means as may seem to your Exo&gncy th "¢ fitted to elicit the truth.

Hongkong, 24th May; § \
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(Signed,) Lroxe Ox. (Signed,) CmEa TAT LHING.
»  Ne Smane. " Woxne Yix Pun.
” Ne Y. ” Lzee Tak CHEUNG.
’ Tune Wa HospITAL. ” Sz To War
, - Cueuk To. ' " ‘Wone Yix Hiv.
, ' LzE Tseune. ” Lee Hixe.
’ Kwoxr ACHEONG. , 7 SuAaY Hop Tuxk Toxe.
’ LzE Sinc. ' » ~  Yune LEUNG.
” Lze Cauw. ” Cuun Kun.
’ Cueane Sivg Y EONG. ” Yip Wone.
" Y1 Croox Kar - ” Ng SmANG.
’ Cueur LUENG. ” Kwox Szoong Taxk.
” Ng WarL ’ Lze Tseune.
» CHUN Avau. ” Ko Moo~ Was.
” Lee Katg ’ Kum CrEUNG.
’ Cuux Yow. » . Cuon HEk.
" CruN SHING. . ©,, . Yrr CEmm.
’ CueANG YEW SHEK. %,  Lzune Kwone.
. ” Cueune Kar ” Suee Yow.
" N¢ Tsrune. ’ YeE Ox.
' Leune Yip SHOW. , - Lo Yum KarL
” Lum Asow. . ' Tane Luk.
/‘,\ Tso Yow. : ’ Wong SHING.
o~ ” Leuxe Tso Kun. ” Ho Sow Kar.
- ., . YEONG PaT. . '’ War Yuxk.
’ Pave Wan. ’ Wong Suu Toxe.
’ Cuan Snung LArL ’ Wone SuEr Tar.
” Tam Suax. ! ” Wone Yrr Hune.
”» Pane Yuk Leoxe. - " Ho Woon SHING.

’ Tsane Hoone. i ”

’ Lee Suine Ho. '
»  Paxe Hrune. . ' ’

’ Cuoy CrAN. . o -
. Mok Sz YEuxe. o,

. .»  Pawe SuuTr.  _ . , -
B Lo Crrune. ST
» Y=y Suu Louw. ~

S

Myute by His Excellency the Govermior;

This Merporial, which relates o the structure of purely Chinese houses in the Chinese quarter of
the town, is signed by nearly 'all the_ln,nding Chinese inhabitants of Hongkong, in fact it is signed by
those intelligent and influential Chiiese sidents whose views with respect to such questions are
entitled to the greatest We}ght. L ; ,

Agreeing with them in the general princi -z they have .ow put before me, 1. would be glad to
learn fhat the Memorialists could see their & conforming to the essentially Chinese style of

-dwelling common both to Canton and Hongkong o0 which, while cconorizing space to the utmost,

admits of a certain amount of light and ventilation ‘~ough the small square spaces left at the back
called smoke-holes. » 7 ,

’ J. PorE \ﬁENNESSY.
13th July, 1878.

With reference to the foregoing documents, the follc-ving Supplementary Tonditions to the form of

Guarantee required to be signed by all persons allofwed{(*)’ ercct Verandahs over Crown Land, will in
%!:ur]g be ﬁnforciclllérage‘zfsg‘e;lcsrto the arrangement ot Pro .o s crowded localities, at the discretion of
is Excellency .

In consideraﬁion_ of t?e privﬂegtis aﬂ'ordedm]é)l}lft ’f)}}_v Verandsh being erected over Crown .Land,
I hereby unddtake, 1nhre erence to eofgran%e rivile 11 dwellings to be constructed upon the Lot
before named during the confinuance oL FACH P € encroachment, that with a view to improved
sanitary measures being observed :— \

1. So long as a continuous blank wall forms the bx’:k of any Tenement not a&joining a side street,

an open yard shall be provided between the house ing i yitchen of the full width of the said house
and of a depth proportionate to the sumber of Stories G tained therein, viz., 4 feet deep for every house

of two floors high (including the g ), 5. :

increasing 1 foot in depth for ever e irieiiigﬁipbj}orzsi ?Ty house three floors high, and
‘ 3 s
i ~ |
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2. That the said yard shall not at any time be tiled over or cotd S cept by such bridges
(roofed on the top floor only ) of a width of not over 4 feet each as’ may the : necessary to afford access
to the kitchens from the upper floors, and that the said yards shall be paved' with granite. .

3. That in case the party or external walls of such contiguous yards. shall be built up above the
ground floor there shall be provided on each side of every yard and at the level of every floor an
aperture for ventilation throngh such party or external wall of a size of'not less than 6 feet by 38 feet,
in which no windows, jalousses or obstruction shall be placed, other than iron bars for the protection

of property. o -

4. That the ufillost endeavours shall be used to cause the Tenants of the houses to keep the said
open yards in such free and clean condition as shall allow of the continuous passage of air through
them on the level of every floor from one end of such block of buildings to she other.

No. 146;
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The following Extract from the London Gazette of Tuesday, May 14th, 1878, is published for
general information. /
By Command,
J. M._Prick,

' ' "‘:73‘ - _ Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 26th J uly, 1878.

e

Foreign 0 )fice, Moy-14, 1 8,78

Major Wobenousk, Her Majesty’s Commissioner and Consul-General at Honolulu, has reported
that the Hawaiian Government withdraw the Notice to terminate Articles V and VI of the Treaty ¢f_
July 10, 1851, between Great Britain and the Sandwich Islands.

The Notice to terminate Article I'V of that Treaty, as announced in the Londo. Gazette of February
19, 1878, is maintained. A

o

BN NOTLETS 7 _
A to direct that Monday, su August, being a Bank Holiday,
geryment Departments,

L Jovernor is please
Hi idav ‘
1s t0_be obse® ,13?} b}.’ the Go
B : By Command,
J. M. Pricg,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Offi | Fongkowmg, 26th July, 1878.
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No. 148, -
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to recognize provisionally and pending the receipt
of Her Majesty’s Exequatur, Don Jost VELEZ as Vice-Consul for Spain at this Port.
- - By Command,

J. M. Prick,
Azting Colonial Secretary.

"Colonial Se’cretary’s Office, Hongkong, 26th July, 1878.

No. 149.
"GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The followﬁng Return of Births and Deaths for the 2nd Quarter ending 30th Jtne, 1878, received
from the Registrar General’s Oifice, is published tor general intormation.

By Command,
: ‘ J. M. Pricg, )
L : Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Hongkong, 26th July, 1878.



