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No. 415,
RctPORT ON THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, FOR THE YEAR 1905.

o be laid before the Legislative Council by Command of
His Fxcellency the Goverrnor.

STAFF.

There were no changes "1 the higher appointments, but among the Clerks and Sorters,
3 were 1mnbte11u1 (0 other Governm ent Du] artments and 18 re‘ﬂgncd or were dismissed, and
1 died on his way to India.

/

2. There seems to be a tendency among junior clerks to look on employment in the
Post Office as merely temporary, but it is to be hoped that the new grading system of salaries
authorised during the vear will have the effect of securing greater permanence in the staff.

i

,.-..

5. Nine additional appointments were made durmg the vear to meet the growing
pressure of work.

AIIX].IJS-

4. The mails dealt with by the Postal Departiment amounted to 138 S97 baos and
nal L : ]
packets, as against 100,641 last vear.  Further details are given in Table T.

P1ILLAR-BOXES.

There are 5 Pillar-boxes on the Peak, 10 in Victoria and 6 in Kowloon. The
nutber of articles posted 1n these, during 1905, wax 92,170, as against 66,746 in 1904, and
18,110 in 1903, This is a complete ]lhtth&tlUll of the appointiment of --.|1u' il messengers
to clear these boxes instead of leaving that duty to postien w hose punctuality had o he
sacrificed to the varyinge demands of deliveries :

REGISTRATION AND Parcrn Braxcu.

6. 638,977 registered articles and parvcels were dealt with in the General Post Office,
Hongkong, an increase of 39,919 with an average of 2,041 on cach working day, as against
1,914 on the last annual veturns. The oreatest Tnumber handled on a \lI]“le day was 7,011.
In addition to this, 104,313 passed thxouuh the various Agencies but not th[ounh Hongkong,
making a total for the Administration of 743,290.

7. Anarrangement for the transmission of pdrceh to and from German New (ruines and
the German Suutl Sea Istands direct instead of via London as heretofore came into force on

the 20th April, 1905.

8. During the year ending December 31st, 1905, two hundred and ten registered arti-
cles and eicht parce]s evidently intended to be des ]ﬂtched by Registered or Parcel Po st, were
found in the Drop-box of the Greneral Office, they were sent to the Registration Branch and
forwarded. Full particulars are oiven in Table I1.

REVENUE AND LENPENDITURE.

Do A return of Revenue and Iixpenditure is ¢iven in Table LI, The Revenue amounted
to $414,833.19, being an incercase of $6,379.27.  Under Expenditure there is a very heavy
Increase of ‘*p‘)b& 692,69 due principally to the final settlement of the claint of the Impmml
Post Office against this Colony for the share of the subsidy to the P & O. Stenim Navigation
Company, from 1st Febr uary. 1898, to 31st January, 1905,

CJ



820 THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GA E’I'IL \IAY 18, 1906

P()STA(}E STAMDPS,

10. A comparison of the different varieties of stamps issued for sale shows a falling

off in most of the lower values. (Tables IV and V.)

Moxty ORDER.

11. The transaction in all currencies shew mmereased business.  The heures indicate the
OrOWINg |)01)ula11t\ of [m])er al Postal Notes and the convenience of allomnn them to be
ashed as well as issued.

12. An ﬂnwoments were made during the year for the direct exchange of Money Orders
W1th Germany and German Colonies and also with Macao

13. The rate of commission ou Lol Postal Notes has been reduced from 27 to 17,
Details of the business done are given in Tables VI, VI, und VIII.

/

Drap LEuiter Orrice,

14, 63,485 in'ti(;]{w of correspondence were dealt with in the Dead Leiter Office durine
the vear 1905 —: 33,014 being returned by Honekone to Other Administrations and 29,071
heing received hom Other Administrations. (}l thesc latter, 7,-L1D orginating in Hongkong
or at its Aoencies Wf‘l"(‘ returncd to the =enders, but a very an nmber of (_,,hiner-ae written
letters, owing to the absence of any dehnite ol Lm of the =sender or even the name of the
buuler._, it was found mpossible to return.

15. At the General Post Ofhice the followinn* correspondence failed to be delivered :—
Foreion.— Letters &,292, Post Cards 36 3, Books. ete. 6,124 : and Loeal.—Letters 1,785, Post
Cards 118, Books, ete. 2,997, The _ﬁlht meutmned class were returned to their respeetive
offices of origin, and form part of those mentioned as hemg returned by Hongkong, and of
the last mentioned it was possible to veturn to the senders 2,954, In 42 ordinary letters
opened in the Dead Letter Othce and returned to the senders there were found the follow-
il‘}t}'-w\I()l'ley Orders to the value of £2.6.6., Postal Orders to the value of £22.3.0., Cheques
for $5, 9s., and 5s., respectively, Bank Drafts for 1hs 6/ and $15 respeetively, aud in one
letter a .I).MIL Note h)r S5 and a H0-cent coin.

16. In addition to the above it may be mentioned that 40 Chinesce letters were irregularly
posted with coin ( (,onsiqtiuw in each case, with but one or two exceptions, of onc or two
Chinese cash). 23 of these were 1"eturnu1 to the senders compulsorily registered and the
rematninge 17, owing to absence of sender’s name or address, were destroy ul ther contents
being converted into local currency and paid into the er elit of the Government under the
head of Unpaid Postage..

17, A record was kept during this year of the number of Picture Post Cards which
were posted without the name or address of the persons for whom they were mtended, and
these reached a total of G3. It may be interestine to mention that in not a few cases these
Cards were posted 1n the same condition as they had been purchased, and consequently the
sencers could not be traced.

18. A new variety of Picture Post Card appeared bearing fictitions imitations ol Post-
Cage Stamps of the different countries of the world instead of the usual views, It was
lnoutrht to the notice of this office by the (reneral Post Ottice, London, whiclh, at the same
tlme, intimated that the admission of such Cards to the United Kingdom was prohibited by
its Regulations. 123 of these Cards were returned by London and 11 others found at
different times in the matls at this office addressed to places in the United Kingdom were
withdrawn. Where the sender’s name appeared on them they were returned.  Up to the
present, however, no other country mn the Po<tal Union hax intimated its refusal of admission

to these Cards.  (Table IN.)

19, In the various mails from different countries 1,362 articles, chicfiv printed macter,
were recetved without address, of these, 217 were tﬁll])h{j{lllt:lltl}’ delivered to clinnuits. In
addition to this a very considerable number for which wrappers were found at once, were
patched up and sent out without meurring any delay.

g ot et et el - Facighs T Dm0
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(GENERAL.

20. The postage on letters to Australia was reduced to 4 cents for each 1 oz, The
Commonwe alth reduced the rates of postage ou letters and post cards from the Colonies to
2d. per each ) oz. and 14/, respectively.

21. A new Steam-launch was built for the Departinent during the year, and is a great
improveinent in accommodation and speed on 1ts predecessor.

Early in the year there was a re-arrangement of the various branches so as to allow
of the fwmlabl ¢ space being used to the best fulvfmtaue This gave greater facilities for
sorting correspondence for local deliv cry and hox- holders L, and gave better accommodation for
the ]anuu' and Poste Restante Branch, and left more room for the receipt and despatch
of mails which are largely increasing in bulk.

23. The further extension of the lloglatmtion and Parcel Branch mto the vacant hall
below the Sapreme Court gave a considerable increase of counter space and permitted the
extension of the time up to which parcels conld be received for despateh by the Euglish
Mail as well as considerable acceleration in the deliveries.

.. A. M. Jouxsrox,

Postimaster General.

Houngkong, 29th March, 1906.

Table 1.

Marrs DeEseATCHED AND Recerived ror 1905,

i Cor For Sent in
. : Tor M. T PO 0 ransit [ Steamoers egrryvi
To and from Tongkong., 0 0777 eign Shipst ool | TCrs earrying
™ o hl]l‘i:". “a ‘\T. ‘ ! tl]“lLl ,B“JI‘L[]"":
b oL War. ongkong. R
Loose | | Der
. Baes. | Packets.! Letter @ Bags. Bags, @ Bagsand Arrivals, epart
o  Boxes, N ° Packets. Loures,
i OXER, i |
: : — q' !
| - : o~ L 3™ ' . -y | : ) .l e B - . " . i
Received, 1905, .ooooviiiiiiiiiine i B2 5,054 | 1,42 ¢+ 6,741 4,959 vee -1 12,089
Received, 1904, ... .00 oo oill, 52.070 ¢+ 3,004 ¢ 1,713 . 4,586 4,180 1 ..., 10,292
Increase, ... e 19,057 19129 2,205 824 .. | 1747 |
British Postal Agencies other | ; | :
than through Ilongkong i 1,082 200 ... T
. 4;__' ; : | | Z
and Shanghbai, ... g | | :
Despatched, 1904, ..o ST,B38 - T379 0 1,202 | 6,739 4 201 0 46,302 13,705
Despatehed, 1904 oo, 11,566 | 4,001 | 1,26] ‘ 3,841 3,113 44,102 1,107
B R S, i . ay o i R J - '_ : . -
Increase, coveevvieneiiiin... fo, 02 0 3518 310 2,808 1,088 2,200 L 2,098
British Postal Agencies other | | | | | |
than through Hongkonyg - Yo 97 | :7 l
and Shanghai, .o, s | ‘ |
. | |
: |
| !
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Table II.

QTATISTIOS OF INTERNATIONAL Locat axp AGENCIZS REGISTERED

C'ORRESPONDENCE AND IPARrcELS ror 19005,

-

International and Loeal. i s —_— (‘fomparizon with 190L.
Description of Correspondenct |I Lotal 1otal
csceription of Correspondence. 1GeY =
eaetip o el B B (0 15 190 §. s
;I)(}ﬂlmtched.! Received. } Inerease. Decrease.
— | | o r F
| o 1 “ b » My ! - ™ Lol L L]
Iti‘-‘lll'(}ll IJLtt(‘lq T E R F E R N N B I A I AR B I B BN ')11 | ;‘{)‘ : 1381 *)!J!r_} 2{)
Zegistered Articles, oo v ciinn 240,223 ' 519,233 © 359,476 | 534,455 25,021
Losured Parcels vid Gibraltar, oo, 2,440 1,ids 4,183 4,531 54‘4
! | -y . o =
lusured Parcels vea Brindisi, o oooiiiiiesioiieninnn] 131 | 150 281 339 . T8
Insured Pareels i Marseilles,  cooiiiioiiiiiiiene , ] 269 209 144 125
Ordinary Parcels ¢id Gibraltar, oo r),f)53 11,233 26,766 | 23,319 3,447
Ordinary Parcels vid Brindisi, oo } 41 293 | T34 695 34
()ulumn Parcels via Marserlles, cvevevveeiainnnid . ‘ 916 916 670 240
America, Manila and Honolulu Pare L]‘ﬂ. P, 417 1,682 1 3,099 1,700 1,399
| 3 Rand | ’ - i L I
German Parcels by GGerman Packets, «oenoiin. 30N | 1,547 1,025 1,634 241
French Parcels received by Freneh Packets, .. | 618 618 481 137
Mizcellancous Pareels, ..., Cevvenes Ceereeen e . 22,697 | P7,432 . 40,129 30,460" 9,60 |
! i |
| ey gy e o | s | N
C2SBAT | 835,503 | 63R9TT| 59 038 140,315 126
| |
Parcels received for China Fleet,...... N ]| 4,366 . 4,360
Parcels. Shanghai-Ageneles, . cooovni i, . . 257 | old - 2,772
Parcels, Shanghai-London, < coovviiiiiiiiiiinnd 6,,19.3 | 17,808 24,001
Registered Articles, Shanghai-Agencies, ... 36,288 36,096 f_,j,gghl
Agencies Registered Articles, cooviniiiiiiiiiiinn! 308 | 182 790
10,045 59,267 104,513
Grand Total of Hongkoug aud Agencies for 1995 = 745,200,
T
Table III.
REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.
Receipts. 1904, 1905. | Increase. | Deercase, Expenditure, 190 ¢, 1905, Incrense. | Decerease.
| ;‘ | i
- ) o - ST . o
3 8 $ $ S $ $ $
male of Stamps, i | opn au c e R ;
' 203.8 Ho267,242.020 L3610 t : . .
Honokong,... 63,880 44 | i, 2420 | 36106 | Transit Paviment § - ; _
_ | tn the United 1 56,649.82 21,822.86 34.826.96
Do, atrthe 1 oygs gos 1) 104,246,927 620,78 | Kingdom, a
Augrneles, s ' - | |
| T'ransit Payment |
Unpatd Postage, (.633.07 . (G, 487.32 g 145.756] to Other Coun- ( L 35,262.69 6054079 | 25,287,110
| | trics, RN i
- TR ' . oy T ' - | ! 1
joxholders’ Fees, 5,380,383 6, 145,40 263,02 | 4
| 'L Gratuitics to] |
Comumission ony N : Shipmasters for ey a7 O -
' 246,27 I U 3.00 {11253 387.82 275.2!
Money Orders, | 14,246.2, | T4,758.36 3.0 the Conveyance 111253 | 1,357 (9.2
[ of Mails,.ovoooees ! |
Profit on Ex-) |
change on t Cynos(iag 15295 19 =) 16 Contribution to- ;
Money Order (- 1354496 1532512 1Lis0.16 wards Do & 0.4 63,474,530 326,287.81 - 260,813.22
Transactions, | | Subsidy.... . ... | :
E ; ' !
Interest onj}, -. : Commission  ony 1= s I |
: o i _ | Mool 2.127.22 2 !
Money Order L BIRIT 159.45 121.08 | Money Orders,) B 12 ‘ 1oz |
Fund, ......... | % f ;
Purchase ofy i o o |
Void Money | ; Steam Launch, 1 | 13,363.00 13,363.00.
Orders  and 309.27 174.60 134.67 | |
Postal Notes,! e WorkingExpenses, 153,311.88 ' 156,910.75 . 3,598.87| ...
. e _ | | N B _ 3. .
Total Receipts, ... 408.458.92 1483810 663969 280.42| Total Expenditure, 316,756.55 | 585,449.25 303.,,519155 . 34,826.96
befieit, 1905, ... ... : 170.611.06 Profit, 1804, .. ... 9!,?02.3(}1 i
eficit, 190, 1oL | : : !
'jf‘{)‘[;}lﬁt $ {U\ 455,92 585—}-];9,_33 Tl‘)t-!llﬁ-, saa $ 408{58.92 ! 585,{4925 | :

»
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Postace StaMrs, ETc,, 1850ED rFOR SALE IN HoNeroNg anNp a1m tHE Brimisu Posr Orrioks

IN (UHINA DURING THE YERARrs 1901 axp 1905,

Denomination. 1904, 1905.
|
— £ -
Lostuge Stamps, [-cent, 509,280 417,119
e i 2-cent, 1,682,400 1,572,719
* s 4-cent. 2,250,720 2,165,519
S-cent, 834,000 812,399
8-cent, 62,640 71,999
10-ceunt, 1,052,400 1,034,399
| 2-cent, 27,840 32,879
20-cent, 140,610 142,319
i 30-cent., 21,500 G1,199
1- a0-cent. 62,340 62,039
‘ 1-dollar. 51,037 50,699
| 2-dollar, 9,790 14,289
‘ J-dollar, 4,950 2,039
| a-dollar. 3,240 3,009
10-dollar. 3,940 4,509
_ Hooks of Stamps, ......ccivviiiiiiiiiiiiii, 1-dollar. 3,040 4,910
LPost Cards, ..ccocoviiiiiiiiiiii i iiin.a., 1-cent. 10,460 28,099
Q-cent. 2,974 474
. | 4.cent. 17,400 19,699
S-cent, | old 374
Newspaper WWrappers, .oooooveviiiiiiiiiiiiin. 2-cent. 1,420 939
r e
: d-cent. 960 (29
) P()Sfﬂcg(_f E}J“{,‘-‘{,‘[(}]!(‘Sj ................................. I-}-cent. 900 473
e 21-cent, 2,975 1,548
41-cent. 10,000 5,248
5 }-cent., 25 348
101-cent. 443 573
- Registration Envelopes, .cooviiiiiiiiiiiinin, ‘e I 1-cent. 9,568 i 9,993
.
_ Table V.
REVENUE FROM THE SALE or Staurs AT THE Britisn FPost Orrices 1Ny Ciing, 1904 axp 19035,
) 1904. 1505,
SHANGIAT, +ervrreerereoeeerens serene senen. e 57,989.21 § 62,683.29
B 1T NP 4,706.15 5,710.99
CANTON, «vevreirennieiseeteresinesssseriocassmse ssseessarens 9,484.09 10,07 5.22
CINCEO0, weveernes reenreraensnereineessureennineaesraceneens 1,304.04 1,774.98
I 00T hOW, tiiiiiiiiiis teiiii i e st e e 5,023.30 4,591.14
Hankow, ciiiiiiiiiiiiiitniiiiiiinieriiiscosransneiiaeannes 1,448.22 4,564.28
)G (01370 PP 1,386.12 1,305.47
N Liu Kung Tau, coviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiinn. 11,159.52 ,606.80
* NiNZPO, verererinnnenn. T URURRRRY 404.69 436.41
i e RO 11 £ 1 N 7,720.80 H,128.34
Total,.o.oevviivniinen, $103,626.14 $104,246.92
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SrTateMextT or Iyvernian Postarn NoTeEs Is=strEp axp Patp a1t HHONGRONG AND
AT T Burrisit Postanl AGENCIES 0y (Ciiva,

NOTES ISSULED.

VALUES,
d. s, d. Vs, o s d s doos. d s, do s d £ ]
!. A y N o | PN Ny : S, .
-6 b= 16 26 05— 10— 106 | 20— ‘
r.-:_ . - -_; A B h ‘ Rt ) : B AT : _F_-:'I- .“ - i : - i— * Py fr : M B
~ Potal in 1905,  civiiiiiiiiiiinieeweens 466 5 1,893 0 1,256 0 1,252 12,1201 2,559 1 312 | 3,809 8,139 6 0
: : | '

rr()f:l] ill IE‘)O“!‘.} -------------------- r-.:a! A kW "o . | P

6,902 18 0

¥ e e e

;“ NOTES PAILD.
R IR T R 10 25 TP e eren e, £1.376 1 1

i Total tin 1904 (3 monthz oniv),.covin, e N I T S

- ;@ Table VIII.

. _— e —

STATEMENT O1F Locarn Posrtar NOTES IssueD AT HONGKONG AND AT TIE
) Briti=in Postan Acoyscies 1y CHoiva.,

——en o - . -- s - . . - e e el - -- - - . --- S —— ——— —— e ey

VALULES.

—, — —_

25 ets. 50 cts. | 51.00 | £2.00 | £3.00 | £4.00 | 8500 $10.00

b

—_——

Total in 1903,00enereeineeannns e 2170236 0 208 | 195 0 298 | 291l o8v5 ] 852 19728 95

i b — j

i I wt— r—

Potal in 1904, 00 ivieieeiieeres e, | . 15,140 50

¢ e ——

-

L
-
-
-
L
-

Table IX.

. re——

Rervry or Drap Lerrers Recrivep axo Desearcurep iy Deap Lerters Boaven.

‘ETURNED 1O lloNaKkoNa, Rrrunyep BY Hovarkonda.

Post ~ Otber [otiors Post i. Other
Cards. é*;Artil_-les. AREES L Card s, .~ Articles.

P’laces,

z .etters,

. 1 . N " ] s gy - { _ p-r,_ . x ' ‘ 3. ; 1

. U m.ru_[ Kingdom, ..ooieeiiii il 3,11 f‘ af.‘_“‘i:_) . 473 2,600 382 9,109
Todin, covveiiinniien, 946 61 70 2,022 - 674 5G9

Straits Settlements, oo Ceeens 1,022 41 6 1,945 | 46 359

Ceylon, vvuee..n. e Cervereaaen 385 a5 il s 28 37

Batavin, N. 1., .coivviiviiinnnn.... 270 | 5 348 14 g

~ Eovpt,........ Cereranenas e e 6O 13 1O 101 31 95
. 1 ¥ ! ;‘ N . ' ' i ) 1 'S B ,i‘ ) e ; - L
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g Japan, ... et e, 270 89 270 496 | 207 29]
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A CHINn, cevveiiiiieiciiiiiieeneen.. Ceven a2 20 178 2,988, 158 547

& Frenel: Indo-China, .ovvvenenioa ... 522 13 413 252 14 91

| JL T T T O 2 170 93 4 9

Foreign Offices in China, ...l ¥ | 259 44 23

SIAIN, vevernienen. e e N 362 3 1 40 4 16

Manilo, coviviiiin e e 242 G 6 345 24 48

& Honolult, ovviiviiiii i iiinenan 90 I |5 |

VICIOTHL, cevrieivevnnnnsannn. 103 9 4

X e New South Wales, ieeoriiiieiiiiinenineens 87 [T 11
South America, cvvvvviiiirnnnn.... 7 P ]

- Western Australian,..ocooiveiiieiiinnnenns BYe! 3 9 S 1 0

Queensland,......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 50 64 10 45
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New Ziealand,ooooooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiaiiienan .33 10 g 60 5 |
Natal, coovevinveiiiiieen.n, | 195 | 5 :
o Otlier Places, .c.ovviiiiiiiiiiio 5,300 | 568 ] | 59 | 9
| E | Shanghai B. P. O,. ...l e 2,723 426 7
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- Total 1905, ee.iiiiieiiresiescnenniens 16,814 2.045 11,112 16,042 2
I Total 1904,cevvivviiiiiriiiiiinnnnn. 9,576 487 3,395 13,171 ]
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