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Bill read a third time.

(Question put—that this Bill do pass.
Bill passed.

Rrcurarion or CrniNese (AmeNDMENT) Brnin.—The Attoruey Greneral moved the third
reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend the Regulation of Chinese Ordinance,

1888.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.
(Question—put and agreed to.

Bill read a third time.

(Question put—that this Bill do pass.
bl p%sed

ApJourNMENT.-—The Council then adjourned till after the meeting of the Finance
Commuittee.

ArproPRIATION Brinn.—On Council resuming, the Colonial Secretary reported that the
Appropriation Bill was considered clause by clause in the presence of the members of the
Standing Commuttee and that in the opinion of the Finance Committee the 1ill might be dealt
with 1n the same manner as a Bill reported on by a Committee of the whole (Ouncll

The (Colonial Secretzlr}r moved that the Bill be read a third time.

The Colonial Treasiirer seconded.
Queﬁti(m-——--pl}t ::1-11('1 ﬂ_greed to.

Bill read a third time.

(Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed.

Rerorr or rtHE Fivance CommrirreE.—The Colonial Secretary, by command of His

Excellency the Governor, laid on the table the Report of the Finance Committee, dated the
27th September, 1906, and moved 1ts adoption.

The Colonial Trea&;urer seconded.

Question—put and agreed to. .&

ADJourRNMENT.— The Couneil then adjourned until Thursday, the 11th October, 1906.

M. NATHAN,
(rovernor.
Read and confirmed, this 11th day of October, 1906.

A. G. M. Frercoer,
Clerk of Councils.

No. 8565.—His Iixcellency the Governor has given his assent, in the name and on

behalf of His Majesty the King, to the following Ordinances passed by the Legislative
Council : —

Ordinance No. 14 of 1906.—An Ordinance to amend the Law of Evidence in
(riminal Cases.
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HONGKONG.
No. 14 or 1906,

An Ordinance to amend the Law of Evidence
Criminal Cases.

TN\ M. NaTHAN,
LS
u (GGovernor.

[ 12th October, 1906. |

B it euncted by the Governor of Hougkong, with the
advice and counsent of the Legislative Council thereof, ax
follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as The Criminal &, 1116
Evidenee Ordinance, 1906,

Q, Iivery person charged with an offence, and the wife Sompetency
or husband, as the ease may be, of the person so charged, of witnesses
shuall be a competent witness for the defence at every stage in criminal
of the proceedings, whether the person so charged is 565

| e e ] o 5 (61 and 62
charged solelv or jointlv with any other person.  Provided

. Vict. ¢. 36
as follows 1 — «, 1).

(a) A person 5o ch:zrg{zd shall not be called as a
witness in pursuance of this Ordinance except
upon his own :l.pplicmion .

(h) The falure of any person charged with an
offence or of the wife or husband, as the cazc
may bhe, of the person so charged, to give
evidence shall not be wade the subject of any
comment by the prosecution :

(¢) The wife or husband of the person charged
<shall not, save as in this Ordinance mentioned,
be called as a witness in pursuance of this
Ordinauce except upon the application of the
person so charged :

(d) Nothing in this Ordinance shall make a hus-
band compellable to disclose any communica-
tion made to him by his wife during the
marriage, ot a wife compellable to disclose any
communication made to her l:.y";her husbhand
during the marriage : |

(¢) A person charged and being a witness in pur-
<aance of this. Ordinance may be asked any
question in cross-examination notwithstanding
that it would tend to eriminate him as to the
offence charged :

{ 1) A person charged and called as a witness in
pursuance of this Ordinance shall not be asked,
and if asked shall not be required to answer,
any question tending to show that he has
committed or been conviceted of or been charged
with any offence other than that wherewith he
is then charged, or is of bad character, unless:

{(7) the proof that he has commirted or
heen convieted of such other offence
s admissible evidenece to show that
he 1s guilty of the offence wherewith
he is then charged ; or

(¢1) he has personally or by Ins advoeage
asked questions of the witnesses for
the prosecution with a view fo esta-
blish hix own good character, or has
egiven evidence of his good character,
or the nature or conduet of the defence
is such as to involve imputations on
the character of the proseentor or the
witnesses for the pro_secution; or

(i7¢) he has given evidence agalust any
other person charged with the same
offence ;
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() Every person called as a witness in pursuance
of this Ordinance shall, unless otherwise
ordered by the Court, give his evidence from
the witness box or other place from whieh the
other witnesses give their evidence.

Lvidence of 3. Where the only witness to the facts of the ease called

person by the defence is the person charged, he shall be called as

chiarged. o s . : o Peon ‘ |

(Ibids. 2y, @ witness nmediately after the close of the evidence for
- 7" the prosecution.

dight of 4. In cases where the right of reply depends upon the
reply. question whether evidence has been ealled for the defence

(Ibid =. 3} the fact that the person eharged has been called as u
witness shall not of itself confer on the prosecution the
right of reply.

Calling of o. (l) The wife or husband of a person Chﬂl’ged with an
wite or hus-  offence under any enactment mentioned in the Schedule to
})i?ldcfieim this Ord_innuce may be called as a witness elther for the
(Foid s, 4), prosecation or defence and without the consent of the

person c]mrged.

(2) Nothing iu this Ordinance shall affect a case where
the wife or husband of a person charged with an offence
may at common law be called as a witness without the
consent of that person. |

Provision as 6. This Ordinance shall apply to all eriminal pro-
to previous ceedings, notwithstanding any enactment in foree at the
Ordinances. vy f this Ordi _
R commencement of this Urdinance.
(Ibid =. 6).
Passed the Logislative Council of Hongkoug, this 11th
day of October, 1906.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,

(lerk of Councils.

Assented to by His IExcellciev the (vovernor, the 12th

day of October, 1906.

T. SERCOMBE SMITH,
Coloninl Seervetary.

SCHEDULE.

Suactments referred to. [, 5 (1).]

|
Xo. of Ordinance. | . Short Title.

Enactments
referred 1o,

(1) 4 of 1897, | The Protection of Women and . The whole Ordin-
Girls Ordinauce, 1897. . ance,

(2) 10 of 1905, | The Married Women (Main- Do.
renance in casc of Desertion)
Ordinance, 1905.

(3) 5of 1906, | The Married Women's Proper- { See. 16 and sec.
: ty Ordinance, 1906. 21.
| | |

APPOINTMENTS. &c.

No. 856.—Government Notifications Nos. 188 of the 6th March, and 561 of the 29th
June, 19006, are hereby cancelled and the following is substituted therefor :—

“The King’s Exequatur empowering ALBERTO MorENO PEREZ to be Consul-General
for Panama at Hongkong has received His Majesty’s signature.

6th March, 1906.

Iy



